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whole realm of nature, and we seem to perceive the
dark chaos of matter lighted up by the reflection of a
divine mind. Such views may be right or wrong. Too
hasty comparisons, or too narrow distinctions, may
have prevented the eye of the observer from discover-
ing the broad outlines of nature's plan. Yet every
system, however insufficient it may prove hereafter,
is a step in advance. If the mind of man is once im-
pressed with the conviction that there must bc3 order
and law everywhere, it never rests again until all
that scorns irregular has been eliminated, until the
full beauty and harmony of nature has been, perceived,
and the eye of man has, as it were, caught the eye of
God beaming out from the midst of all His works.
The failures of the past prepare the triumphs of the
future.

Thus, to recur to our former illustration, the sys-
tematic arrangement of plants which bears the name
of Linnasus, and which is founded on the number and
character of the reproductive organs, failed to bring
out the natural order which pervades all that grows
and blossoms. Broad lines of demarcation which
unite or divide largo tribes and families of plants
were invisible from his point of view. But in spite
of this, his work was not in vain. The fact that
plants in every part of the world "belonged to one
great system was established once for all; and even
in later systems most of his classes and divisions
have been preserved, because the conformation of
the reproductive organs of plants happened to run
parallel with other more characteristic marks of true
affinity. It is the same in the history of astronomy.